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The NYSTRS’ Convention 
By Ellen Korz 

 

November 8-9 was the NYSTRS’ Convention in 

Saratoga Springs, NY.  What a beautiful place to be for an 

unusually Spring-like two days.  The NYSTRS’ Convention 

gives those delegates who attend a chance to learn about the 

status of our retirement system, including the stability of our 

pensions, upcoming legislation, new services and the year in 

review.  We always come back with lots of information to 

report to our members through the Commentator. This time 

though, I’ll leave that to my colleagues.  I’d rather have you 

read about the more subtle perk of attending the convention. 

 Attending an event such as this, I get to spend time 

with colleagues I don’t work with, but who share the 

experience of being educators and union activists.  It always 

renews my love for teachers who are some of the most critical 

thinkers, humane individuals, innovative minds and most 

entertaining. What other group would be so concerned about 

one another and even strangers that we met?  The wit and the 

tomfoolery I believe separated us from all the rest.  We were 

enjoying each other so much that when we saw someone 

alone we just welcomed them into our Wappingers circle. 

Thank you all again for electing me to represent you and 

spend time with these wonderful people.  Talking about our 

experiences, our philosophies, and our expectations gave me 

insight into what makes them at the top of their game.  I know 

we have some of the best people in the WCT. 
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I m p o r t a n t  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
t h e  W C T  W e l f a r e  

T r u s t  F u n d … .  
 
T r u s t e e s :  
C h r i s t i n e  R o m a n o ,  C h a i r p e r s o n  
B e t t y  S e i f e r t ,  T r e a s u r e r  
E r i n  M u l l i g a n ,  S e c r e t a r y  
P h i l i p  G e r t l e r ,  T r u s t e e  
P a s q u a l e  D e l l i  C a r p i n i ,  T r u s t e e  
R o n n i e  D w y e r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
W C T  T e l e p h o n e  N u m b e r :   
8 4 5 - 2 2 7 - 5 0 6 5  
D a n i e l  H .  C o o k  T e l e p h o n e  N u m b e r :   
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 2 - 6 6 5 1  

 
Y o u  m u s t  l e t  t h e  W T F  k n o w  o f  a n y  
c h a n g e s  i n  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  A S A P  
S t u d e n t  v e r i f i c a t i o n  f o r m s  m u s t  b e  
s e n t  t o  D a n i e l  H .  C o o k  e v e r y  
s e m e s t e r  
D e n t a l  &  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r m s  a r e  o n - l i n e  a t  
t h e  W T F  w e b s i t e  
P l e a s e  d i r e c t  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  &  
c o n c e r n s  t o  t h e  W C T  o f f i c e  o r  

d i r e c t l y  t o  D a n i e l  H .  C o o k  

June 9 & 23 

 

Appointments are (1) hour blocks 

available between 2pm & 6pm on a 

first come first served basis.  

When you call the office to 

schedule an appointment, we will 

forward a questionnaire to you.  

Please complete it and bring it with 

you to the meeting.   

A financial consultant from 

Stacey Braun Associates, Inc. will 

be in the WCT office on the 

following dates: 

December 9th 

January 13 & 27 

February 10 & 24 

March 10 & 24 

April 14 & 28 

May 12 & 26 

Since these slots fill up very 

quickly CALL AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE.  The WCT office 

number is 227-5065.   

If the above dates are not 

convenient for you, call Stacey 

Braun Associates, Inc. directly 

at 1-888-949-1925 and other 

arrangements may be possible. 

from the... WCT  Welfare Trust Fund  

 December 16 

 January 20 

 February 17 

 March 17 

 April 21 

 May 19 

 and June 16. 

 

Times – 2 

p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Please call 

227-5065 to  

schedule an 

appointment. 

 

also from the Welfare 

Trust Fund …… 
The attorney will be in the WCT offices to 

meet with members on the following 

dates: 
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My Fellow Colleagues and Retirees, 
As educators we consider ourselves to be very 
blessed.  At this time of year and in this de-
pressed economy there are so many people in 
our community who will not be able to give 
their children a happy holiday.  Last year sev-
eral of you generously donated to a needy fam-
ily in Dutchess County.  The holiday season 
was so much brighter for the children in those 
chosen families. 
The Wassaic Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary 
sponsors the Adopt A Family Program. You 
may choose to be recognized or remain anony-
mous. You will be given information regarding 
your family enabling you to shop for them.  If 
you do not wish to personally shop there is a 
team of shoppers who will use your donations 
to purchase clothing, coats and toys for chil-
dren ages newborn through fourteen. 
We estimate that a small family will require a 
$350 donation,$450 for a medium family and 
$550 for a large family. Perhaps several of you 
would prefer to jointly adopt a family. Any and 
all donations are greatly appreciated. Please 
remember to include your return address in-
formation so that  you will receive a tax de-
ductible receipt for your generosity. If you have 
any questions or concerns please contact 
Clarice Murphy at 845-832-9572. 
Please make your checks payable to Adopt A 
Family Program. Send them to Adopt A Family 
Program, PO Box 353, Wassaic, NY 12592 
Thank you so much. 
Happy Holidays 
Gail Buckle (Brinckerhoff Retiree) 

KEEL SYSTEMS, 

LLC 

Computer (PC/Mac) 

Setup / Repair /

Improvements Software 

Setup and Instruction 

Virus/Spyware Protection, Detection & Removal 

Data Backup & Recovery 

Networks: Wired/Wireless 

Mobile Computing (Laptops/PDAs) 

Digital Photography/VHS to DVD 

Ed McKenna - 845-471-7607 
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NEWS & PR REPS 

2009-2010 

Why did the police arrest the 
turkey? 

 

 

 

They suspected it of fowl 
play.  

SCHOOL NEWS REP PR REP 

Brinckerhoff Gina Torres Gina Torres 

Evans Tracey Sheremeta Tracey Sheremeta 

Fishkill Kris Kennedy Amanda Scalzo 

Fishkill Plains Amanda Fitzsimmons Patricia Gullick 

Gayhead Nicole Scalzo Maddi Raskin 

John Jay Karrie Davis Karrie Davis 

RCK Kelley Hedin Kelley Hedin 

Kinry Cara Riolo Cara Riolo 

Myers Corners Linda Burnham Diane Henning 

Oak Grove Jennifer Segal Martha Jones 

Sheafe Road Theresa Farley Theresa Farley 

Van Wyck Bianca Ferris Emily Guthoff/Ellen Korz 

Vassar Road Brenda Maiolo Brenda Maiolo 

Wappingers Jr. Claudia King Claudia King 
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February 19, 2010 

March 5, 2010 

March 19, 2010 

April 9, 2010 

April 23, 2010 

May 7, 2010 

May 21, 2010 

June 4, 2010 

June 18, 2010 

October 2, 2009 

October 16, 2009 

November 6, 2009 

November 20, 2009 

December 4, 2009 

December 18, 2009 

January 8, 2010 

January 22, 2010 

February 5, 2010 

2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  N e w s l e t t e r  
S c h e d u l e  
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Get Your WCT Gear 
 

Short sleeve tees, long sleeve tees, and lanyards 

are available for purchase at the WCT 

Office. Shirts range in size from small though 

3X. Please stop by the office to make your 

purchases. Payment for these items must be a 

check made out to WCT - cash will not be 

accepted. 

WCT Gear is available at the WCT Office: 

• $9 for short sleeve tee 

• $12 for long sleeve tee 
$2 for lanyards 

 

Wappingers Congress of Teachers 
2537 Route 52 
Suite 15 

Hopewell Junction, NY  12533 

 
NYSUT 13-270 
AFT 1989 

Phone: (845) 227-5065 
Fax: (845) 227-1977 
E-mail: wct@wcteachers.org 
 
WCT President:  

Pasquale Delli Carpini 
 
V.P. of Internal Communications: 
Kim Mahusky 
 
Editor: Elizabeth A. Rizzi 
 

Proofreader: Frank Rizzi 
 
Distribution: Peg Nikola & Alice 
Heusinger, WCRT 

A  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e   
W a p p i n g e r s  C o n g r e s s  o f  
T e a c h e r s  

we’re on the web 

www.wcteachers.org 
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M E M B E R S ’  C L A S S I F I E D  A D S  

Gutter Protection Systems 

The First. The Best. The #1 Gutter 

Protection System in the World. 

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500 

www.gutterhelmet.com 

gutterhelmet@verizon.net 

*Special 20% discount to WCT Mem-

bers 

For Sale:  Definitive Technology Speakers.  Pro Cinema 

C2 Center, (2) BP-10 Tower Speakers. Check Quality at 

definitvetech.com.  $250 or Best Offer.    Call Steve at 

(845) 440-8274. 

 

For Rent: Southwest Gulf of Mexico coastal 2BR, 1 BA 

home with boat dock in backyard for seasonal rental by 

owner.  Visit link for further details: http://

www.vrbo.com/268706. 

Free: Gulbransen Upright Piano with Bench Seat.  Contact 

Bev at (845) 297-1880. 

Chris Capasso 

Fall Gutter Cleaning 

Painting—Interior/Exterior 

Roofing/Siding/Windows 

Free Estimates 

(845) 242-8228 


