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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Dear Colleagues,

Aswebeginthe New Year, | would liketo bring you up-
to-date regarding the status of negotiations.

Presently, weareat acritical juncturein our negotiations.
We have met threetimeswith NY SA ppointed M ediator
Martin Scheinmann and he will be returning on January
31, 2007 for what may be hisfinal opportunity to mediate
a settlement.

The negotiating team with our NY SUT Labor Relations
Specialist, Steve Berman, isworking diligently towards
a successor agreement that is both educationally sound
and fiscally responsiblein order to attract and retain the
best educators available for the benefit of our school
community.

One of the most important issues that we are addressing
isthe high cost of health insurance. We arein the process
of evaluating health insurance proposals from different
carriers that provide comparable level of benefits that
we now have with Empire Blue Cross/Blue Shield
Alternate PPO plan under DEHIC. These proposalswill
also be analyzed in depth by NY SUT health insurance
expertsto ensure that all of our requirements are met.

Keepinmind that the District cannot unilaterally change
plans without our consent. Be assured that no change
will be agreed upon that would compromise the benefit
level or the depth of coverage - including participating
physicians and hospitals.

We are seeking competitive salaries, comparable
contributionsto the Welfare Trust Fund, in additionto a
health insurance package that meets the needs of our
active members and retirees at areasonable cost and in
line with surrounding districts. We are also addressing
many of the educational issues that are important to us
and our students.

Thank you for your support and encouragement. If you
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to e-
mail me at president@wcteachers.org or Michael Lyons,
V.P. Negotiations, at hegotiations@wcteachers.org.

Wishing you avery successful and productive New Year!
In Solidarity,

Pasguale Delli Carpini
WCT President
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Mathematics and Literacy | ngitutesto
FocusonTeaWersLln gyd 3-8

The classes will be held in Albany, and there is a $125 fee for each institute.
Get more information and register online at NY SUT.org.

. A Pre-Institute Event - “Meet Jackie Robinson”
Friday, February 2, 2007. 7:30 pm
. Literacy Institute
Saturday, February 3, 2007. 10am-3:30pm
- Follow-up Sessions
Saturday, May 5, 2007. 9am-12pm
- A Prelnsttute Event - “Working with Educational Technology”
Thursday, February 1, 2007. 7:30 pm
. M athematics | nstitute
Friday, February 2, 2007. 10am-3:30pm

. | nstitutes Follow up Sessions
Saturday, May 5, 2007. 9am-12pm

BlueCard PPO Access Savings Program

FYI1 for BlueCross Blueshield Members

The new ID cards will
have the prefix DHB. In
addition, as per the request of
the Trust, the new ID cardswill
now have the 800 telephone
number, but not the fax
number on the back [as
reported last month] for
Caremark, the pharmaceutical
provider.

It isimperativethat we
remind our membersto show

the new ID cardsto al of their
healthcare providersand besure
to indicate the new al pha prefix
and number on all claims for
service after February 1, 2007.
Failure to do so will cause
claims to be kicked back and
will slow the processing of their
claims. A letter of explanation
is being sent to all effected
members.

* All BC/BS pharmacy records
have been converted over to the
Caremark website. |f you want
to order your prescriptions by
mail, you must register on the
Caremark site, regardliess of
being registered on the previ-
ous pharmacy site.

www.car emar k.com
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Nominate a Special Elementary Teacher for
Better BeginningsAward

NYSUT News Wire - January 12, 2007

Members have until Feb. 16 to
nominate an outstanding elementary
teacher for New York’s Better
Beginnings award, which is
administered by the state Board of
Regents.

The Better Beginnings Program,
which celebrates the life and career
of former teacher Helen Bach Moss,
annually offersa$1,000 award to an
elementary school teacher who is

gifted in finding and nurturing the
strengths of each student. Last year’'s
winner was Sara Cole of the
Hannibal Faculty Association in
central New York.

Although nominations are accepted
until Feb. 16, the application does
require a letter of recommendation,
so NYSUT advises nominators to
begin the process soon.

Read AcrossAmerica 2007

NYSUT Leader - January 19, 2007

March 2 isthe date for NEA's Read
AcrossAmerica2007. Ten yearsago,
NEA and its members started a
reading revolution. From a one-day
celebration of Dr. Seuss's birthday,
March 2, “Read Across America
Day” has become a year-round
literacy campaign. Visit www.nea.org
to find 10 waysyou can get involved
in the 10th anniversary.

Saturn auto retailers will once again
bedistributing free“ Cat Hat” posters
to union educators in conjunction
with the event. They will distribute

the postersinlotsof 30 for education
association memberswho want them
for their classroom parties. With a
few snips and some tape, the flat
poster becomes athree-dimensional,
red-and-white stove-pipehat - alaDr.
Seuss' Cat inthe Hat.

NYSUT members may visit any
Saturnfacility starting Feb. 15to pick
up the posters while supplies last.

For poster info, call (800) 738-1817
or e-mail teacherposters@aol.com.

Scholarship Opportunity

To download application materials,
visit:
www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/
TEACHING/BBA/bbaindex.htm.

For more information
Download application materials at
the State Ed Web site

New Order
Form

Be sure to check the
WCT site for the new
shirt order form since a
number of the styles
have been discontinued.
http://wcteachers.org/
20401.html

The Union Plus Scholarship Program, sponsored by the Union Plus Education Foundation, is open to students attending or
planning to attend a four-year college or university, acommunity college or atechnical college or trade school. The program is
open to members, spouses and dependent children of unions participating in any of the Union Plus programs. The amount of the
award ranges from $500 to $4,000. Thisisaone-time cash award sent to individual winnersfor undergraduate study beginningin
thefall of thesameyear. Winnersare chosen based on academic achievement and potential, character, |eadership, social awareness,
career goalsand financial need. Applicationsarejudged by acommittee of impartial post-secondary educators. The deadlinefor
applicationsis January 31, 2007. Go to http://aft.org/aftpl us/schol arships/unionplus.htm for more information.
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Good News!

Congratulations to Tara Hart
(KR), on the birth of her little girl,
Julia Claire, born on December 7,
2006. Juliaweighed 8lbs., 60z., and

was 21 incheslong.

Datesto Know

January 30 - R.A. meeting
February 2 - Superintendent’s Con-
ference Day
February 9 - payday
February 16-19 - Presidents' Day
Recess

February 12 - BOE meeting (MC &
FP)

February 22 - BOE meeting (VW &
EV)

February 23 - payday

February 27 - R.A. meeting

March 9 - pay day
March 12 - BOE meeting (WJH, VR,
& OV)

March 23 - payday

March 26 - BOE meeting (KR & BR)

March 27 - Superintendent’s Confer-

ence Day & R.A. meeting

April 2-9 - Spring Recess

April 6 - payday

April 10 - BOE meeting - (JJ & SR)

April 20 - payday

April 24 - BOE meeting - (RCK, OG,
& MC)

April 24 - R.A. meseting

April 26 - 28 - NY SUT’s Represent-

ative Assembly

May 4 - payday

May 7 - BOE meeting (GY, FS, &
BR)

May 18 - payday

May 21 - BOE meeting (KR, FP, &
WJH)

May 28 - Memorial Day observed

May 29 - R.A. meseting

June 1 - payday

June 11 - BOE mesting (VW, EV, VR,
& OV)

June 15 - payday

June 19 - R.A. meeting

Crunch, Bang, “Oh No!” —
AFT + Community Advantage

GMAC, the AFT + auto insurance provider, takes pridein its caring
clamsperformance. “ Every employeewithin the GMAC claimsdepartment
has the same commitment—to keep our customers lives moving, in a
genuinely caring way. We do that by treating you like family; we care about
you and your safety and security. We do all of thisin waysthat demonstrate
empathy, provide opportunity for education, and leave you feeling
empowered to keep moving,” says Sheena Poe, chief claims officer for

GMAC Insurance Personal Lines.

For moreinformation or afree, no-obligation quote fromthe AFT +
auto insurance program, call toll-free 888/847-9991, or visit

WWW.gmaci nsurance.com/aft.

Mileage Rate
Change

Beginning January 1, 2007,
the mileage reimbursement rate has
been increased by the IRS to 48.5
cents per mile.

For your convenience,
mileage forms are available in the
Forms section on our Purchasing
Department web siteand the previous
and current mileagerateisavailable
in the Accounts Payable section. To
access our web sitefrom the District
web page, click on Purchasing (under
Administration).

If you have any questions,
please contact Purchasing.

the WCT COMMENTATOR

Wappingers Congress of Teachers
2537 Route 52 - Suite 15
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
(845) 227-5065, 5066
FAX (845) 227-1977
e-mail: wct@WCTeachers.org
web site: WCTeachers.org

Editor & VP Internal Communications:
Meredith Inkeles

Proofreaders:

Betsy Solomon & Brian Inkeles
Digtribution:

Peg Nikola& Ginny Marcus, WCRT

The deadline for the Febru-
ary 9th issue is Monday, January
29th.

Please send articles to the
Meredith Inkeles at the WCT Office
or to commentator @wcteachers.org




Jown. 26, 2007

WCTeachers.org

Page 5

Fi
¥ Filing

200 S:

January 1 —June 30, 2006 $369.60
Sept. 1 — December 31, 2006 $264.00

Total $633.60

WCT Membership
Report (1/15/07)

By Alice Baker, WCT Membership Chairper son

100% Membership Schools:
Brinckerhoff John Jay HS
Fishkill School Van Wyck JHS
Fishkill Plains Wappingers JHS
Evans

Kinry Road

Myers Corners

Sheafe Road

Vassar Road

Agency Fee Payers (Non-members):
Gayhead 1 RCK 2
Oak Grove 1

NCLB: What 1t Will Taketo Get It Right

Asthe education community marksthe fifth anniversary
of the No Child Left Behind Act on Jan. 8, the AFT
continues to press policymakers on our members’
concerns about the law and to identify research-backed
solutions.

AFT president Edward J. McElroy reiterated theunion’s
position on NCLB in a Jan. 5 message to AFT leaders,
where he noted that although the AFT supportsthe goals
of No Child Left Behind—including high academic
standards, meaningful accountability and well-qualified
school staff—the " NCLB train hasdipped off thetracks.”

Theway to get back on thetracks, hesaid, isby improving
assessments, accountability, school interventions, staffing
and funding.

Everything in thislaw hangs on adequate yearly progress
(AYP), the law’s mechanism for holding schools
accountable. But “AYP is fundamentally flawed,” said
McElroy. “We need to change AY Pso it doesn’t continue
to misidentify schoolsthat are making real progressand
steer resources away from the school s and studentswho
need them most.”

Thelaw needsto provideresearch-based help for schools,
likesmaller classsizes, targeted resourcesfor struggling
students, high-quality professional development, and
better early childhood programs. The law’s current
interventions “ are not research-based and, to date, have
generally proven to be ineffective and unworkable.”

The law aso needs to address teaching and learning
conditions, school |eadership, professional preparation
and support if we are going to close the achievement
gap. Compensation for everyone, but particularly for
paraprofessional s, has not been commensurate with this
law’s increased qualification requirements, says the
union.

Finally, the law should provide the resources needed to
meet the new, rigorous requirements for students and
teachers.

Although other organizations and coalitions haveissued
documents and statements on No Child Left Behind, the
AFT chose to prepare its own set of recommendations.
In addition, the union also will be urging the new
Congress to make the necessary changesto the law.

(Reprinted from the January 12, 2007 issue of AFTCN Wired)
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MEMBERS CLASSIFIED ADS

Free Estimates
Chris C
Interior & Exterior
Painting
Gutter Cleaning, Roofing,
Siding, Windows
Power Washing & Staining
Phone 845-242-8228

SIIKLET
KROJICIKE

PHOTOGRAPHY
PORTRAITS

Seniors, Families, Children
Created in the studio or on location

R
Speciaizing in
WEDDING Photography.

™R

Shirley Rosicke
845-226-5019
www.ROSICKE.com

KEEL SYSTEMS LLC

Computer Setup/Repair/lmprovements
Software Setup and
Ingtruction
Virug/Spyware Protection,
Detection & Remova
Data Backup & Recovery
Networks. Wired/Wirdess

Ed McKenna Mobile Computing
845-471-7607 (LaPIOPIPDAS)
Digitd Photography/
VHSto DVD
Edmundmckenna@optonline.net

FOR SALE: Used and Excellent
Condition-Frigidaire Galery Professional
Series Convection Range. Ceramic Glass
cooktop with radiant and dual radiant
surface units, € ectronic oven controlsand
self-cleaning. $425 OBO. Call 229-5940.

House share situation available with a
Wappingersteacher. Perfect for ayoung
professional. Bridgeview Townhouses
inHighland—2 BR, 1.5 BTH. 1 minute
from the Mid-Hudson Bridge. $650/
month — utilities included. Laundry,
dishwasher, pool, tennis, b-ball courts.
1 month security deposit required.
Nonsmokers only. Contact Crista at
914-388-7189.

It's a buyer’s market in SW Floridal
Beautiful new condos, houses, or
realistically priced resales from the
150's.Call anytime with questions or e-
mail for alist of propertiesto meet your
specifications. Linda and Neil Cahill,
EXIT Redty, greater Ft. Myers/Naples
area. 914-475-4484 or 239-369-5639;
Neil @exitier ealty.com.

FOR SALE: Immaculate 2BR home,
1.5BTH, off Cedar Ave, Po’k w/ both
deck/patio, fenced back yard $240,000.
www.forsalebyowner.com #20736868 -
call 702-8146.

FOR SALE: 2001 Toyota Rav4, white,
L Package, 4WD, Automatic, 53,000
miles, many extras, excellent condition!
Asking $12,500. Please call Kenor Kim
for details (845) 297-3485.

FOR SALE: (3) Mount &. Mary College
Graduate Level Class Vouchers. Valued
at $1800.00 each. Will sdll for $1000.00
each obo. Call Nora (845)-546-2825 or
Rariel513@aol.com.

Never Clean Your Gutters Again’®
Dutchess

GutterHelmet ...
=

Gutter Protection Systems
The First. The Best, The #1
Gutter Protection System in

the World

Joe Schmid - (845) 297-0500
www.gutter helmet.com
gutterhelmet@verizon.net

*Special 15% discount to WCT
Members

LITTLE DEPOT
Lionel, Williams, K-Line
Trains
6000 part inventory
REPAIR SERVICE
by appointment only
OLD TRAINSBOUGHT
thelittledepot @ear thlink.net
845-226-5019

|

8 Spook Hill Frames
Wewill frameamost

.,..ulll”m‘lmHIHI””HH t"‘t

Ei_ discount at all timed
:—___ Call 297-1956

(845) 723-4081

%
Kurt Hauptfue
Audio and Video Recording

11 Park Drive, Apt. 103
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569

\\ KHAUPTFUEHRER@hve.rr.com

N
hrer A

7

Weddings Plays Concerts

Professional Equipment
Custom Labels

Recitals Audition Recordings
Custom Editing  Titles and Graphics
Digital Quality = DVD production
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